Preparation of acidified drinking water for rodents

Wear proper protective equipment for concentrated acid and read the material data safety sheet before handling.

Never add water to concentrated acid but always the acid to the water.

Fill a clean carboy with 10 liters of water. Add 5 ml of 12N (concentrated) hydrochloric acid (HCl) to the water and stir. The pH of the solution should be in the range of 2.4-3.0.

For more safety, ensure that your stock of concentrated acid is not used for anything else but preparing acidified drinking water. This will reduce the risk of accidental contamination with toxic chemicals.

Do not check the pH directly in your carboy but rather in a sample taken into a beaker.

This acidified drinking water is not quite as acidic as common sodas people drink every day. It will not damage the lining of the oesophagus of the rats.

In case of contact of concentrated acid with skin, flush with cold tap water for 15 min and get medical attention.

In case of contact with eyes, flush with cold tap water for 15 min and get medical attention. Do not rub eyes or keep them closed!

